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ISSUE’S SPECIAL

Jesus and Muhammad: New Convergences

Tim Winter (3'24)

Cambridge University

Faculty of Divinity - Shaykh Zayed Lecturer of Islamic Studies

Interfaith dialogue fell in the midst of a severe and rigid polarity that we may call the
“gentleness and rigor dualism”. The author discerned a pattern whereby, for certain
historical (actually, political-ideological) readings of the lives of the two founders,
the prophet Mohammad - along with Islam - was identified with rigor, Jesus and
Christianity with gentleness. It is the recent attention to Sufism, however, and the
spread of liberation theology’s experience that helped overcome, to an extent, this
rigid dualism. What the author has in mind is an approach to a theme essential to both
traditions, the ‘imago Dei’, capable of bringing them together and decomposing many

of the strongly adopted false representations.

God is expressed in both his tremendous and fascinating aspects, and His image
cannot be but perfect; in other words, His image must express rigor as much as it
expresses gentleness — although mercy always prevails -, for only in it, true balance
subsists. At the same time, the ‘imago Dei’ and the ‘imitatio’ have solid basis in the
theology of both traditions. As such, if we were to regard the two founders as the
most perfect image of God, and the two religions as the canonization (not only in the
technical sense) and spiritualization of the process of imitation - the finest path to God
-, we may, then, be confident that Muslims and Christians will always meet on the basis

of common interest in one supreme objective.
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The Dialogue of Wonder and Tremendousness in Between Two
Moments of Emergence: The Christian-Islamic Dialogue since the

Occurrence of Islam till the Renaissance

Ahmad Majed (25-42)
Sapiential Knowledge Institute for Religious and Philosophical Studies

Researcher

In the text at hands, Ahmad Majed goes on to study an era characterized by immense
dissonance between Christianity and Islam; a dissonance that developed into a military
clash - during the crusades — from a doctrinal disagreement. This was the era wherein
the stereotypes and images by which the two groups saw each other was consolidated.
The researcher notices that oriental Christianity had a major role to play in this clash,
but, after the crusades and the fall of Constantinople, it arrived at a conviction that its
true identity cannot be attained but in a humane relationship and an honest dialogue
with the Muslims. Hitherto, dialogue (Islamic-Christian that is) had never found
solid grounds except amongst those with spiritual inclinations who have gone beyond

demonizing the Other to where honest souls could meet.

A New Philosophy for Religious Dialogue

Adib Saab (43-54)

University Of Balamand

Philosophy of religion - Professor

Every religion aims to arrive at the ultimate truth aided by rites, benevolence and
emulating one’s archetype - the perfect human. Since different faiths share such

elements (principle of Unity), despite their varying expressions (Multiplicity in Unity

principle), then these faiths are, in essence, one.

Al - Mahajja Issue 19 | Summer - Fall 2009

136



137

DETALILED TABLE OF CONTENTS

This paper considers that, once the approach of concentrating on differences has
been mitigated, and the one essence has been admitted, every dialogue would depart

from all causes of hatred and violence for it would, then, be established on the principles

of equity, dignity, and the endless need for God’s mercy and sympathy.

Islam in Christian Religious Thought

Adel Theodore Khoury (49-60)

Former head of the theology department at Universitaet Muenster, Germany

Strong links connect Islam and Christianity, despite the distance revealed in historical
records. It is of utmost concern that, today, the commonalities with regard to values
and ethics are well studied and discerned as these constitute the finest expression of
man’s quest for truth driven by divine bliss and sympathy - even if Christianity, as per
the writer, comes first for her direct relationship with Jesus Christ. Such a study and
such an account, when undertaken, would pave the way towards a common, broad and

more precise understanding or, at least, appreciation.

PAPERS AND STUDIES

The Critical Style of Abu al-Barakit al-Baghdadi: Logic and Mental

Cognition

Khanjar Hamiyyeh (63-86)
Lebanese University

Philosophy Professor

In dealing with logic and knowledge in Abu al-Barakit al-Baghdadi’s oeuvre, Dr.
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Hamiyyeh recognizes where al-Baghdadi was capable of renovating and developing;
firstly, in logic and secondly in the issue of mental cognition. As to formal logic, Abu
al-Barakat believed in the relativity of knowledge - relative in that knowledge of things
varies (in completeness) according to what we perceive of it, not that concepts are
mere ghosts of an external reality —, and that universals are just names not realities.
He also had his own view concerning logical terms and names as he considered the
terms we use to identify things to be only designations that we agree upon, and that
these designations expand as our knowledge expands. Furthermore, Abu al-Barakit
was a pioneer when he proclaimed the [possibility of ] composition in categorical

propositions when more than a judgment is included.

As regards knowledge, Abu al-Barakat deemed the distinction between sensory
and mental cognition ~ and subsequently, between a mental cognitive agent and a
sensory cognitive agent —artificial. The peripatetics resorted to such a distinction to
avoid accepting the division of mental images, and the soul as a result. Abu al-Barakat

felt no such compulsion. He had his own view in this regard.

Religion, Philosophy and the Immigrant Question

Shafik Jaradi (87-94)

Sapiential Knowledge Institute for Religious and Philosophical Studies
General Director

Questions issue, not from religious and philosophical constructs, rather out of their
spirit, even if they [questions] have, in man's primordial nature, deep roots and inherent
standing. Questions, again, are the source of the fascination which escorts the religious
and philosophical journey, when they emigrate from the self and abandon their point
of transcendence to be manifested in the concept, to be immanent in time, to seize
control of reality and to merge with it while shifting between the nostalgia of yearning,
mercy and love, and the passion of request and envelopment in pain. Questions always
long for the most perfect. Yet, no matter where the starting point was, questions always
grasp the Meaning and generate fascination, thus engendering new questions and

resuming emigration - save when they stop at the start point and stagnate.
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This paper argues that when we retain the Question’s spirit, we may redefine (for the
better) our values, our philosophical and doctrinal standpoints and, most importantly

our view of principial questions.

Qur’anic Hermeneutics and Political Hegemony: Reformation of

Islamic Thought

Massimo Campanini (95'104)

Universita di Napoli I'Orientale

Here is presented Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd’s reading of the reformation thought in
contemporary Islam; a thought characterized by a general continuity were it not for
the deviation embodied by “radical thought”. Even though Campanini entertains a
dissimilar position towards, say, the Muslim Brotherhood, he agrees with Abu Nasr
on the importance of Qur’anic interpretation (the thematic approach in particular)
in rebuilding Islamic political thought. Campanini did also resort to Abu Nasr’s views
when dealing with the various “reformative” approaches found in ‘Abduh, Khawli,
Arkoun, Khalafallah, Srouch and others, yet the non-variable remains his necessitation
of multiplicity in Quranic interpretations - the Qur’an being a cultural product -, and
the development of socio-political and ideological relationships in society as the means

to reform religious thought.
The Islamic Discourse: From Vision to Program

Ali Fayyad (105-112)

Consultative Studies Center

General Manager

The Author understands the project of Seyyed Mohammad Hassan Al-Amin as
belonging to a broad modernist movement that sees in democracy and the evolution

of epistemic constructs (by giving precedence to freedom and rationality) the only
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means of inciting a new Arab Renaissance. Here, the author finds himself questioning
the capacity of such an approach, inasmuch as it is a reduction of religion to its
condensed cultural-political dimensions, of going beyond political protest to arrive at

transformative programs capable of dealing with social and developmental challenges.

METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES

The Status of Philosophy in the Works of Mohammad Jawad
Moghniyyeh

Mahmoud Haydar (117-124)

Madarat Gharbiyyah

Editor

Not uninvolved in the historic drift between scripture and intellection, Sheikh
Moghniyyehoptedforanintervalintermediate to both, studyingreligion philosophically
on the solid basis of faith and calling his epistemic undertaking ‘doctrinal philosophy"
And while acknowledging the worth of philosophical abstraction in engendering
questions, enriching doctrine and bridging gaps between the self and the other,
Moghniyyeh brought philosophy to the field of detailed, straightforward everyday

religious life.

Mohammad Jawad Moghniyyeh: Jurisprudence and Inter-Islamic
Proximity

Mohammad Ali Taskhiri (125-136)

The World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought
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Secretary General

Allamah Moghniyyeh, both wise and courageous, was capable of spotting a path
for communication amongst various Islamic schools of thought, in their broad
commonalities and the rarity of issues they disagree upon. And since so much is
in common, then the grounds for cooperating is broad enough. Moghniyyeh also
considered Ijtihad to be very important in this process of dialogue. Closing the door
on Ijtihad would be a first step towards detaining the mind and, thus, enclosing on
one’s self in an exclusion of every common element and strengthening whatever feeds
fanaticism. In the same vein, Moghniyyeh called for reading every school from its own
books not from what is said about it, so as to be honest in dealing with others. In so

doing, he embodied the highest values the word proximity can hold.

Al - Mahajja 1ssue 19 | Summer - Fall 2009



